Minutes of Admiralty Solicitors Group meeting (no. 109) 
Held at HFW's Offices
20th November 2007
Present:
Rob Wallis (Hill Dickinson  – Chairman)

James Gosling (HFW - Secretary)

Christopher Potts (Middleton Potts)

Roger Miles (Elborne Mitchell)

Joe Atkinson (Stephenson Harwood)

Michael Ellis (Winter Scott)

Ken Scott (Winter Scott)
James Wilson (Ince & Co.)

Nick Greensmith (Clyde & Co.)

Mark Morrison (Clifford Chance)

Ian Teare (Norton Rose)

Simon Tatham (Bentley Stokes & Lowless)

Jon Sharp (Shaw & Croft)

1. Approval of Previous Minutes
The Minutes of 3rd July 2007 were approved.

Matters Arising
2. Commercial Court Users Committee
3. Clydes have two representatives on this, Ince one, and Norton Rose one.  David Lucas is also on the Committee.  It was thought the question of court fees was back on the Agenda, but David Steele is against these. 
4. LOF
Sonia Fink has moved on and Rob Wallis was meeting her replacement, Karen Bizon, on 5th December.  It is due to be a follow-up meeting on the one a year ago.  Simon Kverndal was not comfortable about having access to all LOF awards, but John Reeder says that they all have access.  It is thought that all Arbitrators have access in theory but this needs clarifying.  It was generally agreed that there should be no access to Counsel.  Reference was made to a note from Eddie Carwardine of Holmans, dated 23rd October, about John Reeder saying that awards were extended to all Counsel.  Rob Wallis would speak to Karen Bizon about this point so as to ensure confidentiality. 
5. LMAA
Ian Teare reported.  There was a consensus of concern from the ASG firms.  He had tried to speak to Peter Spendlove of the West of England to get the International Group on board, and he had also tried to talk to Andrew Bardot on the Secretariat.  He would try others, such as Mark Jackson.  Hugh Livingstone of Holmans recognises there are problems but does not want to upset the apple cart.   All members of the Sub-Committee want to keep the matter moving and so they are going to put together a list of names of people in the International Group who should be approached. 
6. ASG Cargo Undertaking
Roger Miles said that the International Group had agreed on 8th August to have a meeting but then pulled out.  There were due to say why they were unhappy with the ASG draft.  The ASG don't want to work in isolation.  It was suggested that an approach should be made to the International Group through the Secretariat, perhaps via Andrew  Bardot.
7. ASG Website
Eamon Moloney said that everything had been updated. 
8. JVN
Thanks were extended to Mark Morrison for having organised the 34th dinner.  He had been doing this for five years.  Simon Tatham had kindly agreed to take over.  He would try to fix the next date, and various dates were given to him to avoid. 
9. UK Club Value for Money
This was now in the third to fourth phase.  They would only accept electronic bills after 4th December.  Winter Scott had asked to be approved but it could not accept doing electronic bills, and they had heard nothing. 
10. Posidonia
Participation at Posidonia was discussed.  It was generally viewed as being expensive and taking up a lot of manpower.  No-one was in favour of a separate ASG stand.  There was some discussion about the ASG sponsoring either a party at the Astir Palace or a prize at their sailing competition, and perhaps calling it the Posidonia Cup.  The sailing competition was in the third to fourth year.  It was currently sponsored by Lloyd's List, and Ian Teare would investigate. 
11. Next Meeting
The next meeting would be the AGM on 11th March 2008.  
12. AOB
(a) Rob Wallis discussed in general terms the self-promotion of Singapore.  
(b) James Wilson and James Gosling promised to talk to Maritime London about Posidonia and wider representation.  
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